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THE NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
PEACE SOCIETY. 

State of the world with respect to peace and war. Very 
few changes have taken place in the world, with respect to 
peace and war, since our last anniversary. War continues to 
rage in Spain ; and the balances, so long held in equilibrium, 
now seem to vibrate in favor of Don Carlos, and against the 
queen. France has made a disastrous attack on the city of 
Constantine, near the newly acquired kingdom of Algiers, and 
is meditating revenge. The war seems to be at an end in 
Texas. The Seminole Indians, though very much distressed 
and reduced, do not seem to be quite extirpated. In all these 
cases, both sides plead that they are acting on the defensive. 
The war with the Seminoles has already cost more than three 
times the value of the whole country conquered, without reckr 
oning the loss of lives, morals and immortal souls. 

Mediation of England and Russia. The spirit of media- 
tion is still abroad. The king of Great Britain, who is fast ac- 
quiring the distinguished and highly honorable title of '' Paci- 
ficator of Christendom," has added another wreath of olive to 
his crown, by mediating between France and Switzerland ; and 
even Russia has sent her diplomatists to England, to inquire 
whether some way may not be found out of putting an end to 
the effusion of blood in Spain. When will the nations of Chris- 
tendom be wise enough to devise some means of settling their 
disputes without resort to war ? 

Change of public sentiment. There has been a great change 
in public sentiment since the first organization of peace societies. 
Our highly valued correspondent, the Rev. James Hargreaves, 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary of the London Peace Society, 
in a letter lately received by our General Agent, thus writes, 
" Wherever I travel, I feel it my duty, in every company, 
where I prudently can, to introduce and to advocate the cause 
of peace. By this means, I learn ge'nerally the tone of public 
feelino-. It is astonishing what a change has been effected dur- 
ing the last ten years. This change has been produced almost 
imperceptibly. The principle of peace has operated like the 
leaven hid in the meal. Persons seem to have forgotten in 
what light they once viewed the subject of war and peace. 
War, even apart from religious principle, is now generally dep- 
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recated as an evil, a great evil, whether considered physically 
or politically, and an evil to be avoided by all possible means. 
Those who still advocate its lawfulness in extreme cases, are 
ready to acknowledge its inexpedience and undesirableness, 
and to lament its direful consequence in the sacrifice of money, 
morals and men." 

In this country, every one acknowledges the change, and 
wherever war is named, it is deprecated as a curse. The pub- 
lic press is almost universally open to the cause of peace. 
Frequent discussions are held in our colleges, theological semi- 
naries and lyceums, on the question whether all war be not in- 
consistent with the spirit of the gospel. As was to have been 
expected, in our theological seminaries, where men are disposed 
to look at the subject in the light of the gospel, the high prin- 
ciple of total abstinence from war has generally prevailed. In 
our lyceums, where the doctrine of expediency too often takes 
the place of the principles of the gospel, defensive war has 
generally had the majority. Five years ago, such a question 
could hardly have been agitated any where in this country. 

Preaching on the subject of peace. There are now more 
■than a thousand ministers who have pledged themselves to 
preach, as often at least as once a year, on the subject of peace, 
and this number might have been increased indefinitely, were it 
not for the difficulty of supplying such ministers with our pe- 
riodicals ; but, while many ministers are willing to preach in 
favor of the principles of peace, too small a proportion of them 
take up contributions in aid of our funds. 

Pledge from the Theological Seminary at Andover. The 
students at this seminary have set a noble example, which we 
should like to see all our theological seminaries imitate. They 
have frequently discussed the question of the lawfulness of war 
in any case, and have sent us the following pledge : " Under 
the conviction that the principles of peace are true, and that 
all wars are opposed to the principles of the Christian religion, 
we hereby pledge ourselves, to present the cause of peace, at 
least once a year, to the congregations over which we may be 
placed, should we, in the providence of God. be permitted to 
go forth as preachers of the everlasting gospel." This pledge 
is dated 11th of April last, and signed by forty-eight theologi- 
cal students ; and many more would have subscribed to the 
principle, who were doubtful as to signing the pledge to preach 
in favor of peace, before they knew in what part of the coun- 
try they should be located. 
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Prize dissertations on a Congress of Nations. The new 
committee of award, consisting of the Ex-president John Quin- 
cy Adams, Chancellor Kent, and the Hon. Daniel Webster, 
have been no more fortunate than their predecessors, as appears 
by the following result of their labors : " The referees to whom 
were submitted, by the Secretary of the American Peace So- 
ciety, the several essays offered for the premium of one thousand 
dollars, are of opinion, that among the essays submitted there is 
not one so decidedly superior to all the vest, as not only to be 
worthy of the prize, but exclusively worthy ; and, as the essays 
were submitted on that condition, the referees do not make any 
award in the case." This document is dated February, 1837, 
and signed by the parties above-named. Thus it appears, that 
these referees are as far removed from the desired result as the 
first ones were. What further order the gentlemen who pro- 
posed the prize will take on the subject, we cannot say. The 
American Peace Society do not feel themselves pledged in this 
affair. They have only been the vehicle of communication 
between those who offered the prize, and those who contended 
for it ; and it is wholly under the control of those who offered 
the prize, and not ours. One of the dissertations has been 
withdrawn, and published by the author.* 

The Legislature of Massachusetts. The subject of a Con- 
gress of Nations has again been brought before the legislature 
of Massachusetts, by Thomas Thompson, Jr., of Boston, the 
same gentleman who has labored, with unwearied zeal and 
commendable perseverance, for many years, to make an im- 
pression favorable to our cause on this numerous and respect- 
able body, in which he has once before partially succeeded. 
This year he was aided by the Executive Committee of the 
Massachusetts Peace Society, who presented a separate memo- 
rial. The legislature this year appointed a very respectable 
committee from each branch, who presented an extended re- 
port, with the following resolves annexed : 

" Resolved, That the resort to war, to settle questions of national profit or 
honor is a practice derived from the barbarism of former ages, and inconsistent 
with the enlightened philanthropy of the present, still more adverse to the be- 
nign principles of Christianity, productive of extensive distractions, misery and 
corruption, and usually inefficient for the purposes for which it is commenced; 
and hence it is incumbent on all civilized communities to devise means for its 
suppression. 

" Resolved, That the institution of a Congress or Court of Nations appears to 
be at present the best practical method, by which the disputes between nations 
can be adjusted, and the appeal to arms avoided. 

* To be had of Ezra Collier, Nassau Street, New York, and Whipple & 
Damrell, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston. 
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" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Executive of the United States 
to open a negotiation with such other governments as in its wisdom it may 
deem proper, with a view to effect so important an arrangement. 

" Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor of this Commonwealth, be 
requested to transmit a copy of this report and the accompanying resolutions 
to the President of the United States, and to the Executive of each of the 
States, to be communicated to the Legislatures of the several States, inviting 
their expression of sentiment and cooperation in favor of the end in view." 

On account of the late period of the session at which this 
subject was brought forward, it was referred to the next legis- 
lature, at which time we expect the public mind will be better 
prepared for it. In the mean time, we hope the friends of 
peace will not be deficient in bringing this subject often before 
the public, by newspaper discussions, and in every other way 
in which the public maybe brought to think upon it, especially 
by petitions to the legislature not only of the State of Massa- 
chusetts, but to the legislatures of all the other States in the 
Union. The subject commends itself to the good sense and 
conscience of every individual in the community ; and nothing 
but a fair understanding of it is necessary to make it popular, 
and consequently to recommend it to our legislators, who seldom 
indeed go ahead of public opinion. And we hope that Mr. 
Thompson will not be weary in well-doing, but that he will 
persevere, remembering the protracted exertions of Clarkson 
and Wilberforce, which were finally crowned with success. 

Auxiliary societies. We have not of late years been anx- 
ious to form auxiliary societies, considering that every church 
ought to be a peace society, corresponding with the American 
Peace Society through its pastor. Nevertheless, six new 
peace societies have been formed in our colleges and theologi- 
cal seminaries. One Ladies' Peace Society was organized last 
summer in Hallowell, Me., from which we have received as- 
sistance in our pecuniary means, in the distribution of tracts, in 
procuring subscribers, and in other ways exciting an interest in 
our cause. A Ladies' Peace Society has lately been organized 
in Lynn, Mass., from which we expect much. 

There are now eight ladies' peace societies in this country. 
The first was the Essex County Olive Branch Circle. From 
this society we have received more substantial aid than from 
any other auxiliary of either sex. They have lately held a 
peace fair in Salem, Mass., for the sale of useful articles. For 
an account of this event, we give the following extract of a 
letter from their amiable and highly talented secretary to the 
general agent : 

" Peace fair. The most interesting measure in which this 
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society has been engaged, has been preparing for and .con- 
ducting a public sale, the first, it is believed, ever held in the 
world for the benefit of the peace cause. This sale, which 
was regarded rather in the light of an experiment, was held in 
Salem, on the 26th of April, at the residence of one of our 
executive committee ; and notwithstanding that it was in rather 
a remote part of the city, and preparations for it had been in 
progress only ten weeks, we realized the sum of one hundred 
dollars. The auction which was proposed to be held on the 
second evening was indefinitely postponed, as we had nothing 
but two little bunches of flowers to sell. Encouraged by our 
great success, we have voted to hold a public sale in this city 
annually. The experience of this society is decidedly in favor 
of the employment of the needle in the advancement of the 
peace reformation. However trifling this measure may seem 
to some minds, we think we have found it to possess at least 
the dignity of utility. True, when we consider the immense 
amount of funds requisite to carry on this great reformation, or 
even to eradicate from the Christian world those errors in sen- 
timent and practice on the subject of war which bow constitute 
its greatest obstacle, we are ready to allow, that the annual 
pecuniary results of one sewing-circle seem to be too unim- 
portant to be counted an auxiliary in the great work, a mere 
dust in the mighty balance. And yet, if we regard the phi- 
losophy of the physical creation, we shall learn, that the most 
stupendous objects in nature are but the willing union of the 
most minute particles of matter ; and by the obvious similitude 
between the laws of the physical and the laws of the moral 
world, we shall be encouraged in the belief, that no moral 
enterprise can be so great, that the smallest means may not 
contribute to its advancement." 

Our respected sisters of the Essex County Olive Branch 
Circle have during the year constituted five clergymen life 
members of our society. Well may we say of them, " Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all." 

Other ladies' peace societies. The Boston Ladies' Peace 
Society held their anniversary recently, at which a very able 
report was read by the secretary, which together with the 
report of the Essex County Olive Branch Circle, and the 
report of the Philadelphia Ladies' Peace Society, and other 
reports of similar societies, we expect to see shortly in the 
Advocate. After the reading of the report, the Boston Ladies' 
Peace Society was very ably addressed by the Rev. Mr. Par- 
ker, of Cambridgeport, and the general agent added a few 
remarks. 
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Publications of the society. Our publications have been 
more numerous, and the issues of them very much greater than 
during any previous year since the formation of the society. 
Some Friends in Philadelphia have made us a present of the 
stereotype plates of Dymond's Essays on War, and one thou- 
sand copies have been struck off from them. The sisters of 
our late lamented friend, Thomas S. Grimke, have made us a 
present of their estimable brother's book containing the above- 
named essay by Dymond, with Mr. Grimke's notes, and his 
orations and essays on peace and its kindred subjects. Of 
these, many have been distributed, but with a sparing hand, 
lest the treasure should be too soon exhausted. An edition of 
fifteen hundred copies of a pamphlet entitled " Obstacles and 
Objections to the Cause of Peace, considered by a Layman," 
an octavo pamphlet of seventy-six pages, has been p'ublished 
on the responsibility of the author. One thousand copies of 
the " Solemn Review of the Custom of War," being No. 1 of 
the society's stereotyped tracts, and three thousand copies of 
the " Solemn Appeal to Christians," being No. 2 of the same, 
have also been published. Twenty thousand copies of the 
society's smaller tracts, Nos. 1 and 2, have also been printed, 
and mostly distributed. Some valuable donations in peace 
tracts have been received from our brethren in England. The 
venerable Noah Worcester, the patriarch of the cause of peace, 
has also presented us with three hundred numbers of the Friend 
of Peace, which have also been distributed. The Boston 
Young Men's Peace Society have distributed some thousands 
of a tract entitled " The Duty of Christians with respect to 
War," being No. 14 of the American Tract Society's occa- 
sional series. Our tract depositories are at this time almost 
empty ; and so great has been the avidity of the public for 
peace tracts, that the general agent has been compelled, for 
want of something better, to distribute between three and four 
thousand of the back numbers of the Friend of Peace, Harbin- 
ger, and Calumet. Our distributions, including the Advocate 
of Peace, have been in all over forty thousand books and tracts, 
equal in amount to about one million of pages octavo. Yet 
we are sorry to say, that very few books or tracts have been 
paid for, men being unwilling to pay for tracts on subjects 
which they have not yet examined. Thus our treasury and 
our depositories have not been so nearly exhausted for some 
years. Formerly we had no readers for our tracts ; now we 
have no tracts for our readers. 

Newspaper essays. The religious newspapers have come 



1837.] the American Peace Society. 25 

up nobly to our help ; among the foremost of which, as usual 
in times past, stand the New York Observer, the Christian 
Mirror, and the JNew England Spectator. The Morning Star, 
a new paper belonging to the Freewill Baptists, published at 
Dover, N. H., is a new and ardent laborer in the cause of 
peace. It may perhaps appear invidious to single out the 
above-named papers ; for many others have assisted us, and we 
have had more applications for peace essays than we can 
answer. 

Sunday school peace books. A new Sunday school 
book, illustrating the principles of peace, has been published 
by the Massachusetts Sunday School Union since our last an- 
niversary, entitled " The Little Soldier." Another, entitled 
" Olive Buds," from the pen of our much esteemed coadjutor, 
Mrs. Sigourney, has been published at Hartford ; and a large 
edition of the " Stories for Children," to which the above-named 
highly talented lady is a generous contributor, has been pub- 
lished by our late lamented friend, Wm. Watson. The Sun- 
day School Visiter, a monthly periodical for the use of Sabbath 
schools, seldom comes out without one or more articles on 
peace, adapted to the minds of children. 

Obadiah Brown book fund. We have had a new aux- 
iliary this year in the trustees of this charity, who have voted 
one hundred dollars in aid of publishing Dymond's Essay on 
War from our stereotype plates, and one hundred more for the 
purpose of publishing Hancock on Peace, which we intend 
soon to stereotype, and are deterred only by the low state of 
our funds. 

Labors of our agents. In no year since the formation of 
our society have the labors of our agents been so abundant as 
during the past year. The Rev. Geo. C. Beckwith has la- 
bored in our service during the whole year. He has been 
more or less in every one of the New England States, trav- 
elled about five thousand miles, and pleaded the cause of 
peace in the pulpits of nine different denominations of Chris- 
tians. He has visited a large number of literary institutions, 
and met with a kind reception, both from instructers and stu- 
dents. He has occasionally preached and lectured seven or 
eight times a week, and on an average about four times a week, 
on the subject of peace, beside addresses to Sabbath schools, 
at peace prayer meetings, and upon other occasions. The 
Rev. Henry C. Wright took an agency of four months, travel- 
led, chiefly in the back part of the State of New York, 1943. 
miles in the service of the society, and lectured sixty times. 
4 
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The Rev. Wm. Ely took an agency of three months in Tol- 
land county, Ct., where he was very successful in exciting an 
interest in the cause of peace. As a report of his proceedings 
has been already published in the Xlth number of the Advo- 
cate of Peace, it is unnecessary further to enlarge on them. 
The Rev. Geo. Trask, having received a commission as an 
agent, lectured frequently during an extensive tour through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. The General Agent has given 
his labors to the society during almost the whole year. He has 
travelled 2737 miles, and lectured sixty-five times, including 
discussions, fee, without expense to the society. A sprained 
ankle confined him to his house about seven weeks in the early 
part of winter, — the most favorable time of the year for the work, 
— or he would have done more. The General Agent also com- 
missioned three of the students in the Andover Theological 
Seminary to lecture during their spring vacation. They were 
to lecture gratuitously in the cause of peace, their expenses only 
being paid by the society, with the exception of the Rev. John 
Lord, who has entered on the work with zeal and assiduity. 
To him a small advance was made, and fame speaks well of 
his success. No report has yet been received from these young 
servants in the cause, as the vacation has not yet closed. 

Decease of friends of peace. So far our success for the 
year is without abatement. But uniformity in prosperity is not 
the allotment of man. Death has been busy in our ranks. 
"The prophets, do they live for ever?" John Bevans, so 
long a tried friend of peace, and general agent of the London 
Peace Society, has been called to the rewards of the peace- 
maker. Wm. Watson, of Hartford, on whom the American 
Peace Society so much depended, soon followed him ; and the 
venerable Moses Brown and George Benson have at length 
paid the debt of nature. The Rev. G. F. Davis, D. D., a 
member of our executive committee, has also died. Well, 
they have gone. They, during the year, have finished the 
work which God gave them to do, and have left a memorial 
behind them which will outlive the granite-built monuments of 
war. " They rest from their labors, and their works do follow 
them." Peace be to their ashes ! We too shall soon follow. 
While we have reason to thank God for their long continuance 
on earth to aid the cause of peace, let us double our diligence, 
like them, to fill up the measure of our usefulness. 

Operations of foreign peace societies. It is probably in 
consequence of the death of Mr. Bevans, that we have heard 
but little from the London Peace Society since our last anni- 



1837.] the American Peace Society. 27 

versary, and nothing at all from the Peace Society in Switzer- 
land, or the Society of Christian Morals in France. The last 
report of the London Peace Society has not yet reached us, 
and we have received but two numbers of the Herald of Peace, 
which is now published monthly. 

Advance of public sentiment. There has long been a 
steady, though silent progress of public opinion on the subject. 
of peace in this country. Christians of every name have begun 
to examine it more and more in the light of the Bible ; and so 
extensively has this been done within a few years past, that 
multitudes in the land now regard every species of war as con- 
trary to the spirit of the gospel, and some have even stood 
aloof from our society because its constitution, formed nine 
years ago, took no ground on this point, but left its members 
to settle their own views concerning the character of strictly 
defensive war. Many of them have done so ; and the result 
already is an extending and deepening conviction that the whole 
war-system is incompatible with the New Testament rightly 
understood. Our chief supporters have all along entertained 
the opinion, that the strict principles of the gospel condemn 
the spirit and practices of war in all its forms, but were willing 
to cooperate with any friends of the cause that would labor for 
the abolition of this dreadful custom. We would still pursue 
essentially the same system of measures, and invite the coop- 
eration of all that love God or man in this great work of com- 
mon interest ; but, as the public have often called aloud for an 
expression of our views respecting the consistency of war in 
any form with the gospel, we think it timely and incumbent to 
state them in a revised constitution, such as will be submitted 
to the society by the committee appointed for the purpose at 
the last annual meeting. 

We ought, however, to guard the community against con- 
founding the cause of peace with foreign topics. Our object 
is to prevent war ; and we do not feel ourselves, as a society, 
required or permitted to agitate the much vexed question 
whether civil government has a right in any case to take the 
life of its own subjects. This point we do not regard as coming 
within our proper province, but leave our members, on this just 
as upon any other point in politics, morals or religion, to think 
as they please, without feeling as a society any responsibility 
for their opinions. We all agree in opposing the sword of war ; 
but, as to the sword of the magistrate, we say, "Let every soul 
be subject to the higher powers." We agree in the doctrine 
of non-resistance to " the powers that be ; " but we think our- 
selves bound to follow rulers no farther than they follow Christ. 
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Removal of the bureau of the society. In consequence of 
the death of that devoted servant of the cause of peace, Wra. 
Watson, of Hartford, Conn., and for other reasons, it has be- 
come necessary to remove the head quarters of the society, 
which subject will be submitted to the society along with the 
new constitution. Presuming on such a change, a meeting of 
the friends of peace was called in Boston, who have forwarded 
by the general agent, a list of officers suited to the contemplated 
change. 

State of our funds. Notwithstanding the unexpected 
pressure of the times, which has caused the failure of some 
pledges of one hundred dollars each, and many of a smaller 
amount, our funds have increased beyond those of any former 
year ; and they must increase still more, if we hope to accom- 
plish our object. Christians and philanthropists have too long 
put off this cause, with faint wishes and hopeless prayers for 
its success. We venture to assert, without fear of contradic- 
tion, that no society in our land, or in the world, has accom- 
plished so much with such feeble means. Incontrovertible 
evidence of this fact is found in this very report. Had we 
been supported as we ought to have been, ten times, nay an 
hundred times more might have been done. Had the cause of 
peace been supported as it ought to have been since its first 
origin, by the blessing of God on our exertions, the nations of 
Christendom might be now safely moored in the haven of per- 
manent peace. If the mind of one man may be changed from 
a love of war to a love of peace by a single tract, or a single 
lecture, — and that has been the case with some of our most 
distinguished leaders, — the minds of a thousand, or of a million 
may be. But we have not been able, until this year, to dis- 
tribute more than one peace tract a year to a thousand readers 
in this country, or to deliver more than one peace lecture for 
ten thousand hearers, on the average during the eight previous 
years of our existence ; and yet it has been allowed by all that 
a great effect has been produced. Christians have got to learn, 
at least in this cause, that there is no doing good without a 
sacrifice. God will not be served with that which costs us 
nought. The world was not redeemed without an infinite 
sacrifice ; Christianity was not propagated without an amazing 
sacrifice ; and when the church, forgetful of the precepts and 
the denunciations of her master, had taken the sword, and her 
piety had well nigh perished by the use of the sword, she did 
not begin to be reformed without the loss of blood and treasure, 
both willingly poured out for her reformation. And shall we 
expect this great reformation to succeed without a sacrifice ? 
Christians act as though they believed, either that God would 
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not keep the promise which he has solemnly sworn to, or that 
it will be performed by miracle without human instrumentality, 
or that the ordinary preaching of the gospel, while that preach- 
ing allows of war, will bring the remedy. They do not act 
thus in the cause of temperance, anti-slavery, African coloniza- 
tion, moral reform, or any other cause. Why then do they 
reason thus on the peace cause ? Are they indifferent whether 
the remedy be applied or not? Christians! Come up to the 
help of the cause, with your thousands from the rich and with 
the widow's mite, or no longer call yourselves the followers of 
the Prince of peace, who suffered death upon the cross that you 
might live. 

Use of funds. If it be asked, what we would do with funds 
if we had them ? we answer, that we would put a peace 
tract in every man's house in our whole country, at least once 
a year, particularly in the house of every minister of the gospel ; 
for not one minister in ten, probably not one in a hundred, has 
ever examined the subject. We would send our agents to 
preach, at least once a year, in every pulpit in our land, to 
which he could get access, where the regular minister had not 
preached at least one peace sermon annually. We would lec- 
ture to every church, until that church consented to join in a 
general concert of prayer for the blessing of God on our labors ; 
for, though God has promised that the time shall come when 
the nations shall learn war no more, he will be inquired of to 
do this for us, as much as for the conversion of the heathen. 
We would also labor with men of the world, and show them 
the folly and cruelty of war as well as its sin and wickedness, 
and would invite them to demand of their rulers, that steps 
should be immediately taken to convoke a congress of nations 
for the formation of a code of international law by compact 
and agreement, which should provide some method of settling 
national disputes, at least among Christian nations, without 
resort to the barbarous and unchristian custom of national 
duels ; for what is called justifiable war is nothing else. When 
our own country has made some considerable progress in this 
subject, we would send some of our most conspicuous clergymen 
and laymen to address the churches and the public in Europe, 
and every other quarter of the world where there is any Chris- 
tianity or civilization. The very attempt would dampen the 
flames of war, and would throw an imperishable lustre of glory 
around the name of our country. This ought to be done ; this 
can be done ; and every Christian and philanthropist, trusting 
in the promises and the blessing of God, ought to say, this 
shall be done. But this never will be done without a 
sacrifice. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY, 

AS REVISED AT THE NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

Article I. This society shall be designated the American Peace 
Society. 

Art. II. This society, being founded on the principle that all war is contrary 
to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object to illustrate the inconsistency 
of war with Christianity, to show its baleful influence on all the great interests 
of mankind, and to devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination, desirous of promoting 
peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may become members of this 
society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars, and every donor of five 
dollars, shall be a member of this society. 

Art. V. Twenty dollars paid at one time 6hall constitute any clergyman or 
his wife, and thirty dollars any other person Member for Life; and fifty dollars 
shall make the former, and one hundred dollars the latter, an Honorary Mem- 
ber for life. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the two highest 
officers of every auxiliary contributing to the funds of this society, and every 
minister of the gospel who preaches once a year on the subject of peace, and 
takes up a collection in behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges 
of regular members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to one half the 
amount of their contributions in the publications of the society. 

Art. VIII. The officers of this society shall be a President, Vice Presidents, 
Directors, Secretaries, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of not less than 
five, with power to fill their own vacancies, and transact the general business 
of the society. The Board of Directors, whose chairman shall be the same 
with the Executive Committee, shall consist of not less than twenty, six besides 
the chairman or his proxy constituting a quorum, and shall have power to sup- 
ply vacancies in any office of the society, and direct all its operations till suc- 
cessors are chosen. 

Art. IX. The society shall hold an annual meeting, at such time and place 
as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive their own and the Treasurer's 
report, to choose officers, and transact such other business as may come before 
them. 

Art. X. The object of this society shall never be changed; but the consti- 
tution may in other respects be altered, on recommendation of the Executive 
Committee, or any ten members of the society, by a vote of three-fourths of 
the members present at any regular meeting. 



